**Author Information** An event is serious (based on the ICH definition) when the patient outcome is:\* death\* life-threatening\* hospitalisation\* disability\* congenital anomaly\* other medically important event

In a prospective cohort study of 71 patients, 15 patients \[*ages and sexes not stated*\] were described who developed femoral head necrosis during treatment with methylprednisolone for viral pneumonia associated with hospital acquired severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS).

The patients, who were diagnosed with hospital acquired SARS in 2003, were admitted to hospital. During hospitalisation, the patients received high dose methylprednisolone \[*routes and dosages not stated*\] pulse therapy for viral pneumonia associated with SARS. The patients developed femoral head necrosis, which was confirmed by hip joint MRI in 2003 \[*time to reactions onset not stated*\].

The patients were prospectively followed up for 15 years from 2003 to 2018 to determine their health utility after rehabilitation. During follow-up out of the 15 patients, eight patients had bilateral femoral head necrosis and seven patients had unilateral femoral head necrosis. Out of the seven patients with unilateral femoral head necrosis, five patients with stabilised Association Research Circulation Osseous (ARCO) stage were noted (three in stage IIA, one in stage IIB and one in stage IIIC), one patient downgraded from stage IIB to stage IIA and another patient upgraded from stage IIC in 2003 to stage IIIC in 2006 and further progressed to stage IV in 2018. Out of the eight patients with bilateral femoral head necrosis, five patients with stabilised ACRO stage were noted (three in stage IIB and two in stage IIC). Out of the remaining three patients with bilateral femoral head necrosis, one patient had stabilised ACRO stage IIB in right limb and upgraded from stage IIC to stage IIIC in left limb in 2006, one patient upgraded from stage IIIC to stage IV in both limbs and one patient upgraded from stage IIC in 2003 to stage IIIC in 2006 and further progressed to stage IV in 2012 in both limbs.
